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[An_individual at the first (and lowest) of these four
levels relates to the world in the following way. This person
is clearly aware of Hashem's existence (note that this is the
minimal level!) In fact, he davens (prays) intensely. But his
understanding of the world is that it exists as an entity
separate from Hashem. To be sure, Hashem created the
world and controls it; He can override the natural cause-
and-effect of the laws of nature; but if He does not
specifically override nature, nature proceeds on its own.
When this person prays, his prayer is usually phrased as

“Let it be...”; for example: “Hashem, | need to be at a certain

place at a certain time, and | know that many things could
prevent my being there — after all, | cannot control all the
variables that must coincide in order for me to be there then;
therefore, Hashem, please let it happen.”

In this person’s mind, the world functions according to
its laws and most planned events have a reasonable chance
of occurring; only, there is no guarantee that this particular
event will occur because all sorts of things could get in the
-way - bad weather, illness, failure of mechanical equipment
at a critical time, in fact any number of unpredictable and
uncontrollable factors could confound his plan. He feels that
his goal is attainable only if Hashem “lets it be”, that is, if He

does not actively prevent it. What this person really feansin

his prayer is “Hashem, please don't interfere!” The natural/

,-k The second level is more advanced. One who has
attained the second level is fully aware that there is nothing
separate from Hashem. Every leaf that falls, every atom that
vibrates is a direct manifestation of Hashem's control. There

is no object or phenomenon in the world which exists or

moves independently. The person who sees the world thus
conceives of nature as a tool in the hand of the Creator - the

tool maves only as the hand moves, no more and no less.

13 The fault here is much more subtle than that of the
first level, but it is a fault nonetheless. The problerh-with the
view of nature as a tool in the hand of Hashem is as follows.
A tool always implies a deficiency. A tool is always used where
the user cannot act without it. Even where the user himself
has mvented and manufactured the tool, he has done so
only because he is unable to perform the function of that tool
unaided. )

14
world will take its predictable course as long as there is no
Divine interference.

The problem with this view of the world is that it sees
Hashem as being outside of nature. In control, of course;
supreme, of course; but outside and separate nevertheless. If
nature has an existence outside of Hashem's existence, then
the fundamental principle of the all-encompassing Oneness
of the Divine is lacking. The person on this level is trapped
in a false perception of the world; he has accepted the
routine of nature as evidence that it is self-sufficient and
solid. Nature, teva, has drowned him.

|5 When a person on this le\.el says “Shma h:.me! " he
usually understands that this declaration of Hashem’s
Oneness means that there is only one Divine Being. Of
course he is correct, but there is a lot more to the “Shma”
than that. The idea of “"Hashem Echad — Hashem is One” is
not Snlv to exclude two or more; it does not only mean that *‘
there is no other god besides Hashem; it means that there 1s
nothing else at all. When one says the word “Echad — One”
the idea which should be brought into focus is "Ein od
milvado — There is nothing other than Him”; no world, no
nature; in fact in the meditation of that moment even the
consciousness of one’s own existence melts into the Divine
Oneness. This can be a very powerful and perhaps
unsettling experience; for this and other reasons we do not
prolong this thought excessively — an untrained mind may
forget to return to the world of obligation and action! The
work here is to remember “Ein od milvado” always and yet to
function within the world fully. ?

’(0 The third level is the domain of those whose
perception of Hashem'’s all-encompassing Oneness is clear.
At this level there is no distinction between Hashem and His
Creation; the world of nature is not a tool or extension of the
Creator — it is none other than Hashem Himself manifesting.
This is the level of full consciousness of “Ein od milvado —

There is nothing other than Him.” The perception of one
who has reached this elevated plane has none of the
deficiencies of the previous levels; here there is no
dichotomy between Creator and Creation. At this level, no

tools are necessary, no tools exist — every leaf that falls, every
atom that vibrates is a direct manifﬂstation of the Creator
Himself.

The question that must be answered here is: how do
people at_this exalted level understand nature? After all,
they see the natural world clearly; if in truth there is none
other than the Creator's presence manifesting, why is there

a world of nature? Why is there a world of natural-seeming
cause-and-effect which certainly appears to be independent
and self-maintaining? For what reason does the Creator set
up a world which appears to hide Him?

—®» The answer is precisely that: the world is designed to
hide Him. And the most easily understood reason for that is

in order to provide man with his most important possession:
free will. In a world of seemingly independent cause-and-
effect, of seemingly routine and predictable mechanical
nature, one is not forced to perceive the Divine source. Of
course, one may infer the presence of a Hand behind the
scenes from the very mechanics and details of the natural,
but one is not compelled to do so. Spiritual perception
remains a voluntary exercise.

l} So the person 6n this third level understands that
nature is a mask, a smokescreen. It exists in order to provide
the freedom of choice which man must have in order to be
human, and more than this — in order to resemble the
Divine. And the ultimate purpose of the smokescreen is for
man to penetrate it, to perceive that it is no more real than

smoke.
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The hallmark of one who has attained this level is the A '_I e Py ol@
ability to perform miracles. Why s this so? Let us DYRYON MDY TNPN DIPN NI PRY DRY M0 1T NPYA PN IWND |
understand. yauN N9NKY MY NI PRI DY DM YV NYWI IR 0 INW
Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa found his daughter YN KY INY .DXTY PN N2 NPIAIM DOVNA YN ,DMNYD INANNY,
distressed because she had poured vinegar into the Shabbos TAPH 7303 73y LIV 9) DN 31T N0 DY TWNW KIown DN Y MY
N0 PN N9 12 I LGn 1o 3 arn A P9 3T mana ) \Pj
AVPN Y17 12 19T INNSY DN IIP_NYWA DNY D N99D DNYYA
S5 INY® 0N DUOND DALPDY 1T VWNNY Y 7 TR DOY M9 DN
PO DNINI NN ;IITIND OV) DXMYRN D B TN 0PN 0PN DN
13(ron TIN2 AW23 120N DRIYY NI (0 ) 07y

lights instead of oil. Rabbi Chanina commented: “Let the
One Who savs that oil should burn say that vinegar should
burn;” his daughter lit the vinegar —and it burned. “Let the
One Who says that oil should burn..” — in other words, oil
burns only because Hashem wills it to; it is a mistake to think {
that any intrinsic property of oil makes it combustible - it 39NN H¥ NPT N TNN N0 THK ¥2173 IR Yoo o ven K
(OWp” : DMISHN NYOM DN IYIP DY KON YNINDA F731 1PNV MPYavn

burns only because that is the will of its Creator. In truth, |

vinegar could burn just as easily - if that were the will of the _

Creator it would burn perfectly. Only the Creator has 5o set 10 o2 120 PYOY NI D22 A7 199 AYI9 NIANY D NPT
things up that He consistently wills oil to burn and not  npyi7 7 199N £M3TN Y2 NN = "IN 103 ORI YT IO NHNNY
vinegar so that we perceive a natural process; we seek  gyan mvTa MTY WNDN SNAY? 231 D9IN LT MPNY D DTN ¥V

natural explanations and tend to conclude that things must  yqpay 0135 TN DAY 53 108Y YA0RY = 12 22 NMAX mzmmnm‘_
be the way we perceive them. AMYRI DIAN MM VAW T V79D INMYM T MYT2 INT IDNY

But for one who does not see any natural process, for  mNy9M DDIN YOV TV NN M [T AT AL ALTA IR A ZA) JPAP THP [RARE Lddd 210
one who sees only the Divine Hand, there is no need for the  qpNw NDYT 12 NN 227 Sy AMOWS Py K99 DISN 1PN ND YIuN MWW
routine of nature to apply. For Rabbi Chanina it makes no  (x ,n myn ) P YMNT NN KN P Yy INY 07 NaY
difference whether vinegar burns or not; just as oil burns QWM /1> N1NIN N¥1 292 1 QW) 597153 - MY T P PN KP2) 93 PRY
only as a direct manifestation of the Creator’s will, so too DN NP NYwa DOOPY WY MANYIM DN 3 NN 1WA W10 KD T2

vinegar will burn if the Creator wills it. And Rabbi Chanina ,"©°3 027 1297 DIDT - TPYaun NYan Yy NDNT NN _DNVY NN
ADRY DN YYD o, nrapn HSY NN 210 NN INY Nt NPT

will not be surprised in the least. In fact, one who would
register the faintest flicker of surprise at seeing vinegar burn  Jypy. 3nx 780D PINYMN PMNND OTRD Y 129 0N = NY9I N NP

is hopelessly distant from the level of spiritual attainment 555579y oxn YD INY123 VWD 95PN 9N o1 10T INNY MY
we are considering. And since it makes no difference to him, qAMa Mowy /D1 NA7 1AM DI owym DTN N3 Mavnn 93 OND

vinegar burns for him just as oil does. 5 M2 PIY) AN 12 Y IR NPMI2 NN 1 NPY 197 MDY DD

Sy N JAtN JY D8N PN KN I N YR Yavn DRA

R s . - - VNNDND
i q An analogy will help to clarify this idea. Imagine that -\?JS" ACERE ; }"J’;?' - P _'/“30/ ol!

you are approached by a friend who is masked From behind ;303 P2 IR AYBA MYSWHR DR TI0B (TR ‘7 NIa3) SUand

his mask, vour friend challenges you to identify him and you 5p 3o Tmm it ‘IR DR MTNR M. — IR — Aven natnst
struggle to perceive his identity. Let us say that eventually T2 MITN oW A RS EpS 533 mepbnn s npsen s npsw

you realize exactly who it is. You correctly state your friend'rs g npawa TOM MY MR TS (1 A3 0MST) B3 ,MPaw ek 1K
name; his identity is revealed. What will vour friend do at MM 0MNG L7003 'Y3W’ 1503 DWHNDH TWKS 2103 TS e
that point? The answer is that he will take off his mask; there " %3 ,0%% 137 YB0R ‘WY’ 190RIW M9 ,00% 1370 NN K LEPIN

,0%% 727 DA 13y Yon P — npM AYYE MMY VIR ohiw ANEp
A3 s om0 by axan Xn 97R ,0YWnn N KN VaRraw RIm)
vINI ARWY A0 W S5 opbna Sy Sens e Tant win s A
,0P3 P PRU 07BN 0371 D'pYna ORI Y5 myken 9o mow
D'MYRT oYK 0913 07 D ,OMIX INRDA ANwn T19» onY Wt D¥YI

is no point wearing a mask in front of one who sees through
it. Masks and disguises are worn in order to prevent
recognition of the one who wears them; once the wearer’s
identity is discovered the mask ceases to have any use.

And that is exactly the way that nature functions as a Y0MWM CMK INRBA 37K 0'BW T332 X'M DAR MY 127 YW 19103
mask. Hashem wears nature like a mask; He hides behind it TS nAR 7703 NRT 1Y 0¥ VKD 13 INRA — A°3pn K0 on3
to give us the opportunity to exercise free will. But for the TR PR NE YTTIBS BRI APSR 5P 35T MR TSN wnw ' Tecs
tzaddik who sees Hashem in everything, for that elevated Srpsw 5y 2
individual who has penetrated the mask, Hashem takes off the . \ ,?43__
mask. Nature is no longer serving to hide anything from TR o3 BRI WD pInw X9p* W ... 3AvwY .. “0 0w3 KpY
such an individual, and therefore its constraints are X1q@ onY7 ¥ K2 WK NP 3 .. K22 PRYY YR 0 AR oY meyy
unnecessary. PR TATEN ANYA 9Y MBI NRYT S7IARR 30D PYh) e e Sa

- ' 21'* nYm 0 BN '3 TV 12¥Y Nk ayna k3 e (7993 o1 p1n M2
07Im (o peTR man nX XY Wby Y7Iapn 3T pR IR T x5 PUI¥ TAYM M 120 12YM TRV R J2Y XA e et Yy X2 R
XOR ¥ YA 93,0 0K AT 0wmnna TR YW nown) DORIWR m '—.-;,n',w:nrm q3p0 9Y IR NP RIW DR U0 KT LI T PR R
Yo y19m ,umebw Thpn AYnw m2pn Doptn Awbw o1 DUPNaR URY 12°p1 o1 B Abvnbn — (aTa n %7323 XMW anyn By X2 R NYDW
PINT_DEnnaw ibn KT T ap1PnR a3°00 LOORE¥DI UK 1AW man IARD TRYM 12ra Yy IR NYD N2

WY oY UNTIM IMINCED "M % aNa onaw 2 ,aYnw ,TRY)
TNYN DX 1NN P ORYB] 138a 2 AT P DR BYeN AR (AT

s'en

2 ,3T9R2 2nan) 9731 9907 R7RY e 1A mreTa Y 0 R 2 <

-

TPV NIMIDT TP I3V PN nenb Ywn3 (B MND NR IR (154 ‘ay*
TY PO IDTTLJUP TIVA 1N M MR 0°002 TPRD TP 1200 KON
apRR HY TTIN DX AV WK1 NN (PR OMWA IR 71907 7Y Do
aD on arryn nny obwn OMpR RO A nnR Ty ]15!1.‘1 T ARMm
Jop YOP PY OOKTT LXK ¥37 933 03 ,uNKD 70130 IV RN TODAA IR0
%M WK 129w (A1 DR N M 1o Yy Ywnid K 191 .aenn bw
WR Ave 1ot Y¥a xnw 0TR 03 12 1A% WMot N X ohyn
TRYT 121 ,ANA2 0K AWWY 137 IR 5D 13¥3 AW an DR e

/ When a miracle occurs and the world sees clearly Who
is in charge, such a tzaddik feels perfectly comfortable. But
when nature manifests and Hashem's presence is hidden, he
is uncomfortable. For this saintly individual, miracles are
perfectly natural and nature is absolutely miraculous! )

JINRD O30
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3) We may feel that we try hard to do what is right,
AS O O and as a result, have certain expectations of what we
e # deserve. Yet instead of seeing these expectations
! fulfilled, we experience pain and sorrow. It seems so
unfair... If this is the case, we would do well to adjust
our perspective of why we are here and what we
are_doing. If we learn to accept that trials are
opportunities and that reward is eternal, our lives will
be much, much easier. We will spare ourselves
endless disillusionment, doubt, and disappointment,

because we will view hardship as potential, not ,
punishment, and we will not expect an immediate
payoff. As the Ramhal says, our spiritual efforts are
the means which bring us to the World to Come,

where we will enjoy the good we have acquired, by
dint of hard work.
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/An analogy would be as follows: music is a deep and
wonderful example of the beauty which can be perceived in the
world. A musical experience is certainly greater than the sum
of its parts, the individual notes which must be played to
produce that music. One is moved by the totality of the music,
the interrelationship and harmony of the notes which combine
to produce the unique quality of the music as a whole. But that |

¥




s

effect is achieved by playing those individual notes — each note
must be the correct one, played at the correct time — and the
music results! One cannot produce music “as a whole” in one

single action — one can only execute each individual tiny
component faithfully and accurately; when this is carefully

done, music is the result. |
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experienced nevuah on such a high level that, im o°n %y nnow nnxa
272 PRPINY AR XYY - A maidservant saw at the Sea what Yechezkel
ben Buzi never saw.”

dhe yiras Shamayim they felt at the Sea, which expressed itself

through the Shirah, continued to influence the Jewish nation: the

influence (hashpaah) of this event carried on through to the building
of the Feis HaMikdash: “'11 72y May° 1y - Until Your nation, Hashem,
El_asse.\' through” “JN7n1 372 MYLM WIX2N - Bring them and plant them
on the Mount of Your heritage” “ 77 1103 38 w1k - The Sanctuary
of my Lord shall Your hands have established.” Indeed, the hashpauh
continues to the end of time: “T91 O7YY 11 ‘1 - Hashem will rule
forever and ever” All these poss akim from Shiras HaYam show how

Klal Yisrqel harnessed the aw< inspiring events they had witnessed

n order to reach unprecedente 1 levels of Avodas Hashem,

The gentiles experienced the same great fear: “TN37" Oy Wwnw
nWYD WY MR PN - The nati-ns heard and were distressed, terror
gripped the inhabitants of Phil: tia,” yet they used the emotionally-
charged events for nothing: “1< - Then," the very word that intro-
duces the rapturous song of pra se uttered by the lips of every Jewish

person, also marks the beginn.- g of the gentile nations’ response to
}‘ia;ﬁé-i—tfsi{;q’@ishnw of powe:: “D1TR "DV9X 19123 1% - Then, Edom
became confounded; TY7 MR XM K - The mighty ones of Moav
were overcome with trembling, =13 2w 5301 - All the residents of

Canaan withered™
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. “INDY AN 07V 790 - e ana Jright fell upon them” They were
filled with so much fear, i maa - They beheld the qrmli:u'ss of
Your arm." That is, they saw the sreat revelation U(Hn[\’ad:)sl‘) Baruch
Hu and they had every reaso: to begin singing shirah, yet, “m10

AR - they were silent as a stone. Not one word of shirah escaped their

h;_)s_‘.ihe yirah was completely wisted on the gentiles For Bnei Yisroel,

however, even the glo. ous praises of the Shirah were not enough. In

every generation, through the entire span of time, our unique and
sacred task is to take the hisgalus, the revelation of the Shirah and
raise it ever higher.

Just as Bnei Yisroel harnessed the intense emotions they experi- _*

enced at the Sea, we too, must seek to utilize the intense experiences

we encounter to strengthen our avodas Hashem. Sometimes, a person

may teel overwhelmed with sadness or fear over some tragedy. Though

the impetus for 1th _.:tmng emotion might not have originally been
centered on HaKadosh Baruch Hu, a person might make use of this
arousal and channel these emotions toward HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
Chazal tell us (Sotah 2a), 777 13 W38V 7 797993 7070 AN19A One
who sees the disgrace of a sotah, should take on a v sw of nezirus from
wine.” Every event that has enough power to sho- k us should some-
how be harnessed, lest we lose the inspiration. If w- allow ourselves to

feel, to be impressionable, then we open for ourse ves many avenues

of growth and inspiration. With each successive . 1spiration that we

grasp and take with us, even in some small way, w_raise up our level

of consciousness. Though the event will fade with time, we will have

taken its lesson and impressed it permanently upcn our hearts.
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